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L POLICIES

In response to n.:merous complaints about speeding problems in neighborhoods,
the Newton County Boai i of Commissioners has studied other similar communities and
how those communities he e addressed residential speeding problems. One popular and
cost effective measure is th:> installation of speed humps. When properly designed and
installed, and with strong community support, speed humps are effective at reducing
speeds in neighborhoods. After much experimentation and testing, the use of speed
humps has been formally endorsed by transportation authorities worldwide. In the United
States, a policy on the use of speed humps has been developed by a special committee
of the Institute of Transportation Engineers. The following policy has been established
for the citizens of Newton County who want to pursue the installation of speed humps
in their neighborhoods.

WHERE: Newton County will only consider installation of speed humps
on streets classified as local, residential streets.

WHY: Newton County will only install speed humps if The Newton
County Commission Chairman, after conducting a limited study,
determines that the installation of a speed hump will alleviate
the alleged speed problems.

WHO: Via informal petition, or a letter from an officer of an
organized homeowner group, the homeowners of a
neighborhood may request that their neighborhood be studied
for the speed hump program. This letter or petition must
represent a substantial percentage of the homeowners in that
neighborhood.
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After receiving the informal petition, the Newton County
County Commission Chairman will conduct a limited study to
determine if the installation of a speed hump will alleviate the
alleged speed problems. If so, then, via formal petition, 65%
of the property owners must affirm the installation of speed
humps.

WHAT KIND: The geometric design of the speed humps has been proven
to be a critical factor in their effectiveness. Based on
extensive research, speed humps will be constructed with the
following specifications:

(See typical cross section on the following page.)



6' — 10° 6! ___
/f”/’///’/, | i \\\\\\\\\“‘~\\
22" on
SPEED MODERATION HUMP

{tlot to Scale)



HOW MUCH: Property owners will pay for the installation and maintenance
of the speed humps. These charges will show-up as a separate
entry on their annual property tax statement. The cost will
be $12.00 per property per year.

WHAT IF: The County will remove speed humps if:

a) 65% of property owners, via formal petition, request
their removal and,

b) The humps have been in place at least one (1) year
and,

c) The homeowners are made aware that speeds will

- increase
@ For subdivisions not completely built out, a minimum of 30%

of the total units must be occupied before any petition for the
installation of speed humps will be considered, and a minimum
of 60% of the total units must be occupied before a petition
for the removal of speed humps will be considered.

The Newton County Board of Commissioners is taking the position that while
speed humps are effective in reducing speeds in neighborhoods, their installation may be
controversial. The key is that property owners be presented that facts as known so that
they may make an informed decision.

I PROCEDURE

A. Obijective The objective of the Newton County Speed Hump Program is to
provide property owners a process to install asphaltic speed humps on County maintained
neighborhood roads, where engineering studies indicate that their use would achieve the

_desired result of reducing neighborhood speeds and their installation is favored by a

majority of the property owners in the neighborhood.

B. Formal Petition Requirements To have speed humps installed in Newton County,
a petition must be submitted to the Board of Commissioners. All of the property owners
in the subdivision or defined service area should be contacted and given an opportunity
to sign this petition, indicating their "yes" or "no" concerning the installation of speed
humps.

1. Unless property is undergoing change of ownership, a wife’s signature will
not be acceptable if she is not the legal owner. If both husband and wife
are joint legal owners, both signatures are required. A "Mr. & Mrs."
signature is not acceptable.



2. The owners must sign individually. This includes owners of undeveloped
lots; renting tenants are not an acceptable substitute for the legal
homeowner.

3. No signature may be withdrawn from the petition after it is filed with the
Board of Commissioners

The percentages will be calculated, based on individual lots where owners sign
affirmatively, divided by the total number of lots in the plotted subdivision, units, or
"defined service area." Each lot counts as only one votes, regardless of the number of
owners signing. At least 65% of the homeowners must vote in favor of the speed humps,
before a petition can be presented to the Board of Commissioners.

The completed petition must be signed, notarized and then returned to this office,
where it will be checked against tax records and land lot maps to insure that it meets all
requirements. It will be returned to the sender if it does not meet the requirements.
Petitions that do meet the requirements will be presented to the Commissioners at its
regular meeting. A public hearing will be announced at that time for each petition. At
the Public Hearing, the petition will be approved or disapproved by the Board of
Commissioners.

C. Installation The installation of the Speed Humps by the contractor will not be
considered final until personnel of this office inspects the humps for compliance with
design specifications.

D. Time The time span from receiving the petition to installation will be
approximately four (4) months or less.

E. Cost Annualized charges for initial installation, maintenance and repair of speed
humps are added to the property tax bills at the end of the year. Each platted lot,
whether developed or not, will be subject to the assessed charges. The rate for
_participation in the speed hump program will be $12.00 per year per property in the
defined service area.

F. Removal Removal of Speed Humps can proceed if the Board of Commissioners
is presented a formal petition requesting that speed humps be removed. At least 65%
of the property owners must vote in favor of removing the speed humps. A petition to
remove an installed speed hump must comply with the requirements of the formal
petition to install a speed hump. A petition for removal will only be considered after
speed humps have been in place for a period of at least one (1) year after installation.
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PETITION FOR SPEED HUMPS

W= THE UNDERSIGNED, ALL BEING PROPERTY OWNERS OF THE
SUBDIVi3ION LEGALLY TITLED " ", UNIT(S)
, DO HEREBY PETITION THROUGH OUR
SUBDIVISION OR UNIT(S) FOR INSTALLATION OF SPEED HUMPS.

EACH OF US DOES HEREBY PLEDGE AND CONSENT TO THE LEVYING
OF A LIEN EY NEWTON COUNTY AGAINST PROPERTY WE OWN FOR THE
PURPOSE OF FAYMENT OF THE COST OF INSTALLING AND MAINTAINING
THE SPEED HUYMPS. THERE ARE NUMBER OF LOTS CURRENTLY
EXISTING IN " " AND EACH OWNER
AS SHOWN ON 1 4E TAX RECORDS HAS AFFIRMATIVELY SIGNED THIS
PETITION OR THE:R INDICATION FOR DISAPPROVAL IS NOTED HEREIN.

THIS PETITION REPRESENTS % OR MORE OF THE PROPERTY
OWNERS OF THIS SUBDIVISION TO BE AFFECTED JOIN IN THIS REQUEST.
(PLEASE DO NOT FILL IN ANY BLANK SPACES THAT APPEAR ABOVE.)

"SPECIAL NOTE"

YOUR SIGNATURE ON 71dIS PETITION INDICATES THAT YOU HAVE READ
AND FULLY UNDERSTANI} ALL INFORMATION CONCERNING THE SPEED HUMP
PROGRAM.

Personally appeared bef~re me the undersigned affiant, who says on oath that
is one of the subscribing witness to the within instrument; that
each of said witnesses saw the execuiion and delivery of the same by each grantor therein
for the purpose set forth; and that each of said witnesses signed the same as purported.

Sworn to and subscribed before me,

this __ day of , 19

Subscribing Witness

Notary Public



NEWTON COUNTY SPEED HUMP PROGRAM FORM ‘

Subdivision Name: ' Contact Person: Phone Number:
d Hump Program. C
ges of Speed Hump installation. .

++ We, the undersigned, have read Newton County’s Spee
We, understand the advantages as well as the disadvanta
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